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INTRODUCTION

The NOAA Ship Oregon Il departed Pascagoula, Miss. on October 12" at 2200
hours for the Southeast Area Monitoring and Assessment Program’s (SEAMAP) 30"
~annual Fall Shrimp and Bottomfish Survey in the northwestern and northcentral Gulf of
Mexico. SEAMAP is a cooperative state-federal-university program for the collection,
management and dissemination of fishery independent data. The pimary goal of the
survey is to study the abundance and distribution of demersal organisms occurring in
the study area.

Two port calls were made to exchange scientific personnel; one in Galveston, Tex.
on October 26" and another in Pascagoula on November 13™.

OBJECTIVES

1) Sample the demersal fauna of the northcentral and northwestern Gulf of Mexico
in depths of 5 to 60 fathoms.

2) Collect ichthyoplankton samples to determine the relative abundance and
distribution of eggs and larvae of commercially and recreationally important fish

species.

4) Conduct CTD casts to profile water temperature, salinity, dissolved oxygen,
fluorometry and percent light transmission.

5) Obtain length measurements to estimate size structures of sampled populations.
6) Conduct paired comparison towing with NOAA Ship Gordon Gunter.

7) Collect fish and invertebrate samples as requested by staff members of the
Institute of Marine Sciences, Gulf Coast Research Laboratory (GCRL).

8) Collect juvenile red snapper (Lutjianus campechanus) for the Louisiana State
University.

10) Collect sharks (Mustelus sp.), yellowedge grouper (Epinephelus flavolimbatus),
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